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H I S T O R Y O F C A N A D A . 

elements seemed to be arrayed against the invader. A number of 
transports, crowded with troops, were wrecked at Sept lies, and the 
enterprise had to be abandoned. The war in Europe was, however, 
disastrous to France, and the Treaty of Utrecht (1714) transferred to 
England the French possessions of Acadia and Newfoundland. The 
limits of Acadia were not at the time defined with any accuracy, and 
the French continued to occupy the mouth of the St. John river and 
what is now the city of St. John. Cape Breton, or as they called it, 
He Royale, was left by the treaty in their possession, together with He 
St. Jean, now Prince Edward Island, and they perceived the importance 
of placing the former island at least in an adequate state of defence. 
Special attention was paid to the fortification of Louisburg. War 
having again broken out between England and France, an expedition 
was formed in New England under the command of Sir William Pepper-
ell, to attack the French fortress. A small English squadron joined the 
expedition, and the capture of the place was accomplished on the 16th 

June, 1745. The peace of Aix la Chapelle, in 1748, restored the fortress 
and the whole island to France, to the great disappointment of the New 
Englanders. Ten years later (July 26th, 1758), the Seven Years' War 
having broken out, it again passed into the possession of Great Britain 
after a siege in which General Wolfe, who was to win still brighter 
laurels in the year following by the taking of Quebec, greatly distin
guished himself. 

The expedition against Quebec was part of the war policy of the 
great William Pitt, Earl of Chatham, and he it was who designated 


